
Seeks to 
answer 

What is taught?

What is the framework?

What is the purpose?

How is it taught?

Developmental Idea

Academic Idea

Socialization

Philosophy of Curriculum 
Design

Contemporary Orientation

Self Actualization Conception Social Re-constructionism Conception

Learner Centered Designs

Child Centered

Experience Centered/Organic

Radical

Humanistic/Developmental

Problem Centered Designs

Life Situations

Reconstructionist

Social Function & Activity

Traditional Orientation

Cognitive Process Conception Academic Rationalism Conception Curriculum as Technology Conception

Subject Centered Designs

Subject Design/Subject Matter Design

Discipline Design/Interdisciplinary Integration

Broad Field/Broad Field

Correlation/Correlated Subjects

Process/Thematic

Essentialism PhilosophyPerennialism Philosophy

Progressivism Philosophy Reconstructionism Philosophy

Pragmatism

RealismIdealism

Characteristics of Traditional Orientations

Fixed & Absolute

Homogenous

Teacher Led

Competitive

Conservative

Conforming

Discipline

Cognitive

Subject Focused

3 R's

Characteristics of Contemporary Orientations 

Subjective & Relative

Problem Solving

All subjects have value

Heterogenous

Correlative

Inquiry Based

Innovative

Liberal

Creative

Student centric

Other

Technology as a Curriculum

School to Work

Core

Similar thoughts on Dimension's and 

Organization

Scope

Sequence

Continuity

Integration

Philosophy of Education 

The Big Idea
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